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the subject. It would be absurd to say that he has made a text-book per- 
fectly suited to all students and teachers of psychology, but it is perfectly 
safe to say that no other psychology has so many merits as a text for use 
in colleges and normal schools. A distinct advance in the teaching of 
psychology will surely result from the publication of this book. 

E. A. Kirkpatrick. 
Fitchburg, Mass. 

Locke's Essay Concerning Human Understanding. Mary Whiton Cal- 
kins. Chicago, The Open Court Publishing Company. 1905. Pp. 
xiii + 342. 

To the valuable series of philosophical classics which the Eeligion of 
Science Library offers in inexpensive form there has been added a con- 
densation of Locke's Essay by Miss Calkins. The editor's work has con- 
sisted primarily in the selection of the portions of the Essay to be printed, 
her purpose being to present the ' essentials of Locke's teachings in meta- 
physics and in psychology.' The first and third books, with the exception 
of the introductory chapter of the first, have been omitted, the former, 
' because the innate-idea controversy is a dead issue ' and the latter, ' be- 
cause it deals with the logical and historical considerations.' The greater 
part of Book I. and a considerable portion of Book TV. have been retained. 
Teachers of the history of philosophy who believe in putting their 
classes into the reading of the philosophers' own writings, and who at the 
same time seek to make such study contribute as directly as possible to 
present problems, will welcome this book with its judicious selection of 
materials. Eugene W. Lyman. 

Congregational College op Canada, Montreal. 

Le probleme du genie. F. Mentre. Bevue de Philosophic, June, 1905. 

Vol. V., No. 6, pp. 649-682. 

This is a review and criticism of Draghicesco's recent work, ' Du role 
de l'individu dans le determinisme social.' The author of the latter 
attempts to resolve three connected antinomies: that of socialism and 
individualism (positive sociology and liberalism), of the individual and 
of society, of genius and the crowd. In treating the sociological concep- 
tion of genius three methods are available: the first (Lombroso), the 
physiological, which studies the great man's heredity and temperament; 
the second (Seailles), the psychological, which attempts to bridge the 
gap between the genius and the ordinary man by exhibiting the gradations 
in mentality; the third (Draghicesco), the sociological, which places the 
genius in his environment and studies him in his social functions. In 
this last two groups appear: one (Emerson) exalts the heroes and con- 
ceives history as the work of great men; the other (Macaulay) lessens 
the role of the genius and emphasizes the collective achievements of 
obscure men. To resolve the antinomy between the school of the super- 
man, that silhouette of genius, and the school of historic materialism, 
Draghicesco asserts that the mass forms the hero and the hero in his 
turn transforms the mass; both the individualistic and the collectivistic 
theses are needed to explain the formation and role of the great man, who 
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is at the same time a product and an agent. In its three classes the 
genius is a synthesis of the collective life: (1) the great general con- 
denses in his person the merits of his subordinates, the statesman is an 
' extract ' of the social life ; (2) the capitalist accumulates the product 
of the work of others, monopolizes the economic power of a mass of 
producers; (3) the inventor accumulates previous discoveries, the philos- 
opher the speculations of centuries of thought, the artist the emotional 
life of an epoch. In brief, great men are not isolated figures: they ap- 
pear only in great societies, and in periods of exceptional political and 
economical prosperity; they profit by anterior circumstances, birth, 
heritage and exceptional advantages. In fine, great men, generally 
fatalists, are conscious of a social determinism which operates in them 
and by them. 

This collectivist view tends to a democratizing of genius which Mentre 

attacks as the author's weakest point. Society may suppress the eccen- 
tricities of great men (Baldwin), but it scarcely follows a gradual process 
of leveling down geniuses. Nor is genius merely a transitory phe- 
nomenon, intermediate between the primitive chaotic period (biological 
or prehistoric phase) when man was simply engaged in the satisfaction 
of his immediate wants, and the future (social or post-historic phase) 
when through a general diffusion of genius humanity shall calmly and 
methodically pursue the accomplishment of great designs. Such a philos- 
ophy of history is dubious in the light of the varieties of psychological 
endowments of social environment and the general complexity of human 
knowledge. I. Woodbridge Riley. 

Johns Hopkins University. 



JOURNALS AND NEW BOOKS 

THE PHILOSOPHICAL REVIEW. May, 1905, Vol. XIV., No. 3. 
Truth and Practice (pp. 265-289) : A. E. Taylor. - A careful and forcible 
exposition of the central error of pragmatism — the confusion of logical 
meaning with the psychological processes by which individuals become 
aware of logical meaning. The Content and Validity of the Causal Law, 
II. (pp. 290-307) : Benno Erdmann.-" The connection between each defi- 
nite cause and its effect is an empirically synthetic one. The necessity 
inherent in the causal connection demands only that there shall be some- 
thing fundamental in the constantly preceding a which makes necessary 
the appearance of b ; it does not inform us what this efficacy is, nor how it 
brings about the effect. Finally, every induction depends upon the pre- 
supposition that the same causes will be given in the reality not yet ob- 
served as in that already observed. This presupposition is not a necessity 
of thought." Conceptual Completeness and Abstract Truth (pp. 308-321) : 
H. A. Overstrut. - The author contends against the view that there can 
be no truth except in the light of the whole. He defends the Aristotelian 
conception of the irreducible uniqueness of the several categories, and 
undertakes to show that even the Hegelian dialectic is essentially a move- 



